


SUPPLEMENTARY TOPICS  
 

1. What is your assessment of the referendum result?  

• The people of the UK have had their say and we must 
respect the democratic view. 

 

• Although the UK has voted to leave the EU, this will not 
take effect until a withdrawal treaty has been concluded 
with the EU or at the end of 2 years of negotiations unless 
this period is extended. Therefore, our membership of the 
EU is likely to continue for at least another two years. That 
means our trading arrangements with the EU and the EU 
system of support for farmers remains in place during that 
time.  
 

• This period gives us time to negotiate contingency 
arrangements with respect to trade in goods and services 
with the EU and the rest of the world.  It will also provide 
time to develop and implement new systems for providing 
support to farmers. 
 

2. What does the referendum result mean for rural 
communities and the agri-food sector ? 

• I believe this represents a new opportunity for the industry 
and that it is up to us to make the best of that new 
opportunity. 

 

• We are likely to remain a member of the EU for the next two 
years and this garanutees a certain degree of stability 



while we develop and implement a range of new policies 
which will be better tailored to our own local needs.  

 

• High on my list of priorities is the need to ensure that our 
farmers receive support at levels that does not put them at 
a disadvantage compared with other farmers in the EU. 

 

• The UK will now be opening negotiations on trade with the 
EU and the rest of the world.  I will be working to ensure 
that the interests of the agri-food industry in NI are 
properly considered in these negotiations, so that 
vulnerable sectors receive the protection that they need 
and that we are in position to take full advantage of the 
opportunities and growing demand for food that will flow 
from the continuing growth of the world population. 

 

3. Do you intend to still engage with the EU in the period 
before we leave? 

• Yes.  Although the UK has voted to leave the EU, this will 
not take effect until a withdrawal treaty has been 
concluded with the EU or at the end of 2 years of 
negotiations unless this period is extended.  Therefore, our 
membership of the EU is likely to continue for at least 
another two years.  I still plan to attend the next AgriFish 
Council in early July. 
 

 

 



4. How does the result of the referendum affect TTIP and 
other trade negotiations? 

• We are likely to remain part of the EU for the next two years 
and during that period we can trade with the rest of the 
world under the same arrangements as other EU member 
States.  Beyond this two year period the UK will need to 
negotiate new trade arrangements with the EU and the rest 
of the world. It takes time to negotiate trade deals but there 
will be an incentive for all parties to include these deals 
quickly given the importance of the UK within the world 
economy. I will monitor closely how these trade talks 
develop and I will  seek to ensure that new opportunities 
are gained for our agrifood sector to exploit and that 
appropriate safeguards to protect our farmers where this is 
necessary. 
 

5. How much of our agri food produce is traded with the EU? 

• Our agri food and drink sector depends heavily on its 
export markets.  In 2013, for example, 73% of our agri-food 
and drinks processing sector sales were to destinations 
outside Northern Ireland.  The latest figures indicate that 
60% of exports of all goods and 90% of all food and drinks 
exports from Northern Ireland go to EU countries. Going 
forward we will have opportunities to open up new markets 
with other parts of the world, create new trading 
arrangements with the EU and I believe there will be scope 
to sell more to GB. 
 
 



6. CAP funding to Northern Ireland farmers  

• The total level of EU direct payments going to NI farmers in 
2015 was estimated to be £287 million.  This comprised of 
£236m towards the Basic, Greening and Young Farmers 
Payment, £5.1m for the EU Dairy Support Package and 
£46m towards the ANC Scheme, Countrside Management 
Scheme and Environmental Sensitive Area Scheme.    

 
7. European support to Northern Ireland fishermen 

• The European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (2014-2020) is 
worth approximately £14.4m to the Northern Ireland 
fisheries industry and will be funded with a European 
contribution of approximately £10.7 million.   

 

• Over the last European Fisheries Fund Programme which 
closed in December 2015 the Department paid some £18m 
to support the fishing industry and communities in which 
they are based. 

 
8. Rural Development Programme budget and EU 

engagement? 

• The Rural Development Programme is worth approximately 
£623m and will be funded with a European contribution of 
approximately £186.5 million.   

 

• This also includes additional funding of up to £250m to 
fund the proposed ‘Farm Business Improvement Scheme’ 
as requested by the Agri-Food Strategy Board.  This 



additional funding will help me to deliver on the aims and 
objectives in the Board’s Going for Growth. 

 

• There has been significant engagement with my officials in 
the development and approval of the Rural Development 
Programme over the past two years.   

 

• DAERA, as the Programme Managing Authority, also has 
good working relations and communications with the 
European Commission geographical unit and EU Desk 
Officer on a wide range of issues affecting the programme. 

 

9. How much EU competitive research funding comes into 
NI? 

• Horizon 2020, the European Framework Programme for 
Research and Innovation with total funding of €77 billion, is 
an important source of potential funding for Northern 
Ireland.   

 

• In agri-food, over the first two years (2014-2015) of Horizon 
2020, 11 organisations participated in 69 applications to 
the programme.  Twelve of these applications were 
awarded funding totalling €3,162,223.  

 
10. Veterinary and Animal Health 

• The EU provides us with a wide range of legislation on 
animal health and welfare and the framework to ensure that 
the rules are complied with through official controls 
legislation.  Whilst Defra and Food Standards Agency 



officials lead on any negotiations on this legislation on 
behalf of the UK, DAERA officials are much involved in 
advocating the position in NI and engaging with 
Commission officials through our Brussels office and 
incoming FVO visits. 

 

• International trade is a reserved matter and Defra officials 
lead on EU negotiations with non-EU countries under the 
auspices of the EU Potsdam Group.  DAERA successfully 
feeds into this group via our regular engagement with 
Defra. 

 

• The EU provides DAERA veterinary and technical officials 
with many high quality, cost effective training 
opportunities though the auspices of the “Better training 
for Safe Food Initiative”.  These courses deliver up to date 
technical information as well as helping to develop 
valuable networks across the EU. 

 

• DAERA’s Bovine TB Eradication Programme has been 
approved by the European Commission annually since 
2010 as part of the UK Bovine TB Eradication Plan.  This 
has secured EU co-funding of approximately £4.5 million 
per annum which offsets the cost of the TB Eradication 
Programme.  

 
11. Do EU rules on trade threaten plant health (animal health)? 

• The EU is revising its legislation on safer food, including 
plant health.  DAERA officials, including Forest Service, are 



working with DAERA (and DAFM) to ensure that the new 
regulations are trade friendly consistent with protecting 
agriculture, forestry and the wider environment from new 
diseases.  

 
12. What are the implications of a UK EU Exit Vote for 

Environmental Policy?  

• It is difficult to predict what the likely outcome for NI 
environment policy and practice would be in the event of 
UK exit from the EU.  This will to a large extent depend on 
the nature of the UK’s future relationship with its ex-EU 
partners. 

 

• I take my responsibilities for the environment very 
seriously and I want to reassure you I will work to deliver  
environmental outcomes that deliver for all of Northern 
Ireland. 

 
BACKGROUND NOTE 
 

1. The Brexit Referendum took place on 23 June 2016 with the 

majority of voters choosing to leave in the EU.   

 

2. The body of EU law covers and shapes a very wide range of 

economic, social and environmental governance which impinges 

directly and indirectly on all policy areas within the remit of 

DAERA. 

 



3. Although the UK has voted to leave the EU, this will not take 

effect until a withdrawal treaty has been concluded with the EU 

or at the end of 2 years of negotiations unless this period is 

extended. Therefore, our membership of the EU is likely to 

continue for at least another two years. That means our trading 

arrangements with the EU and the EU system of support for 

farmers remains in place during that time.  

 
4. Northern Ireland receives 9% of the total direct payments that 

come from the EU to the UK.  It would not be feasible for the NI 

Executive to fund these payments at current levels from the 

Block Grant without additional money from the Treasury.  NI 

receives about 3% of UK public expenditure. 

 
 

 




